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In this edition, we are thrilled to bring you some
exciting updates, including the appointments of key
individuals we collaborate with in the cruise industry.
Following the recent elections in several states in
Mexico, including Yucatan, the newly elected state
government administration has selected new
individuals to lead the Yucatan Tourism Board.

Additionally, we are delighted to share news about
the new Artisan Passage in Progreso, situated near
the beach and right in front of the Callejón de los
Enamorados.

We hope you thoroughly enjoy this edition, and as
always, your feedback is invaluable to us! Please feel
free to email us with your thoughts.

Happy reading!

CRUISE
NEWSLETTER
P O R T  O F  P R O G R E S O

YUCATAN,  MEXICO.  OCTOBER,  2024 ,  

NEW AUTUMN WINDS IN YUCATAN

31



Joaquín Díaz Mena
Yucatan Governor 

2024-2030

Darío Flota Ocampo
Secretary of Tourism 

2024-2030

N U M B E R  3 1 O C T O B E R ,  2 0 2 4

WELCOMING NEW TEAM 
Following the recent electoral process in July, which
resulted in changes of several levels of government
throughout the country, Yucatan now has a new
governor:

Joaquín "Huacho" Díaz Mena 
has taken office, signaling the beginning of a new
administration for the 2024-2030 period.

Mr. Diaz has more than ten years of experience as a
congressman at both the state and national levels. Prior
to the election, he served as the local representative of
the federal government in the newly established
Secretaria del Bienestar.

The new governor has appointed a new team to all key
positions within the state government. Among these
appointments, he has named Dario Flota Ocampo the
new Secretary of Tourism.

Mr. Flota, a professional with 20
years of experience in the tourism
sector, has predominantly
focused his career on the Mayan
Riviera.

As the newly appointed head of
the Yucatan Tourism Board, Mr.
Flota has officially announced
that Raul Paz Noriega will retain
his role in managing cruise
tourism affairs, along with
Abraham Villanueva as an
integral part of the team. They
will continue to actively
participate in related events to 

promote and enhance the cruise tourism experience in
Yucatan and contribute to the state’s Tourism Board's
initiatives and projects.
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In the Port of Progreso, we welcome the new

Presidente Municipal, Erik Rihani Gonzalez,

who assumed office on September 1st.

Mr. Rihani, born and raised in the Port of

Progreso and educated in Yucatan in

Financial Administration, has been involved

in local government  for 8 years and most

recently served as a local representative in

the state congress. Mr. Rihani appointed

Elena Gomez Novelo to the position of

Tourism Director to the Port of Progreso. 

Ms. Gomez is an important local public

figure with experience in the hospitality

industry. 

As the Tourism Director, she will be

dedicated to promoting the Port of Progreso

both locally and internationally, with the

goal of bolstering the economy and

improving the livelihoods of the local people.

Erik Rihani González
Mayor of Progreso 

Thankfully, Hurricane Milton had

relatively mild effects on the

Yucatan region. Although there was

some rainfall and gusty winds, the

overall impact was minimal

compared to initial forecasts. The

local authorities and residents were

well-prepared for the storm, and the

preventative measures put in place

helped to mitigate potential

damage. As a result, the community

was able to quickly resume normal

activities, and there were no

fatalities, with only reports of minor

damage to infrastructure.

HURRICANE
MILTON



In September, Raul Paz, representing the Yucatan Tourism

Board, welcomed Elena Gomez as the new Tourism Director

for the Port of Progreso. They had a productive and friendly

meeting with the objective of creating a working relationship

between the local and state governments. The goal is to

collaborate to constantly improve the visitor’s experience,

particularly those that visit Yucatan by cruise. 
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Saimond 
Manzano

H. AYUNTAMIENTO
DE PROGRESO

The former Municipal government of
Progreso, in collaboration with local
artisans and residents, has recently
unveiled a new public area. the Artisan
Passage, dedicated to promoting the work
of local artisans. This new space provides
designated table setups where artisans can
showcase and sell their products. The
initiative to establish this area came after
extensive negotiations and discussions
aimed at addressing the issue of street
vendors in tourist areas. 

The goal is to provide local artisans with a
formal and organized platform to display
their crafts while simultaneously addressing
concerns about informal street vending in
the community.
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In the Yucatan region of Mexico, the Day of the Dead,

also known as Janal Pixán or Feast of the Souls, holds

deep cultural significance as it is rooted in the

traditions passed down from our Mayan ancestors. This

vibrant celebration is marked by colorful processions,

lively music, and the creation of a traditional altar

dedicated to loved ones who have passed on, adorned

with flowers, candles and elaborate food offerings. As

part of the festivities, visitors will have the chance to

indulge in a rich array of traditional dishes that are

typically enjoyed during this special time of

remembrance. The events and festivals associated with

Día de los Muertos are set to begin on October 26th

and will continue for a week, offering a wonderful

opportunity for locals and visitors alike to partake in

this deeply meaningful and joyous occasion.
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JANAL PIXAN

By the end of the third
quarter, Port of Progreso
has welcomed 61 cruise
ships, for a total of
201,956 passengers that
arrived to the Yucatan. 

The end of summer
marks the start of
Yucatan’s high season
with over 40 more calls
schedule for Port of
Progreso. 

In total, the top five
destinations in Yucatan
receive about  1/3 of the
passengers who arrive by
cruise ships to the Port
of Progreso. From
January to September of
this year, this represents
over 68,000 passengers!


